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to the life of the city. A natural love of beauty made its citizens apt
followers of these great artists. As a result, it soon became a city of
artistic palaces, broad boulevards and magnificent public buildings. Its
accomplishments in music, art and literature have been outstanding. It
is little wonder that it became the cultural center of the German world.
Much of the glory that was Wien's faded with the fall of the Empire,
but its kindly and cultured people strive on and, in spite of poverty
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and suffering, preserve that infectious gaiety and love of beauty which
have so long been among their chief charms.

AGRICULTURE

Numerous factors have combined to limit Austrian agriculture
and to make the country dependent upon imports for an important
portion of its food supply. As much of the nation is mountainous, only
23 per cent of its area is classified as arable land, and another 27 per
cent is in permanent meadow and pasture. Prior to the World War,
little attention was given to agriculture within the present boundaries
of the Republic. Such other sections as the Hungarian plain and
Bohemia contained lands much better suited for cultivation, and foods
moved freely from these areas into the more mountainous regions.